Cola-colored dialysate as a gastrointestinal sequelae of cardiac surgery in a patient who underwent peritoneal dialysis.
The discoloration of effluent peritoneal dialysate, which is transparent in origin, is seen in some particular conditions including chyloperitoneum, calcium channel blocker usage, hemoperitoneum, perforated cholecystitis, iron administration, and hemorrhagic pancreatitis. We report a case of a 60-year-old woman who underwent peritoneal dialysis for 3 years and presented with conspicuous cola-colored (brownish-black) dialysate after a cardiac surgery. The findings of the dialysate analysis and the abdominal computed tomography showed that this discoloration could be due to the presence of methemalbumin caused by pancreatitis (not hemorrhagic) combined with intra-abdominal bleeding-both of which are rare gastrointestinal complications of cardiac surgery. She eventually died of pulseless electrical activity due to severe sepsis with profound shock. Therefore, the rare event of cola-colored peritoneal dialysate could present as severe gastrointestinal sequelae of cardiac surgery and may indicate a poor prognosis.